CLAIMS 



1. An apparatus for providing a decisioning solution for a customer, said 
customer accepting Internet transactions from participating parties, and for 
facilitating processing of payments between said participating parties, said 
apparatus comprising: 

means for electronic transferring of funds between said parties; 

means for authenticating said participating parties; 

means for handling exceptions between said participating parties; 

means for reconciling said funds; 

means for interfacing with said customer's Web page; 

means for reporting to said customer suspicious activity by any of said 
parties; 

means for determining and indicating to said parties approval for 
shipment of goods and services by said customer; and 

means for providing said decisioning solution to said customer, said 
decisioning solution indicating clearance to said customer for said customer to 
transact with said parties, and said decisioning solution based on a 
determined risk of any of said parties. 

2. The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein said customer is a merchant and 
said participating parties comprise at least one seller or at least one buyer. 
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3. The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein said participating parties comprise 
consumers and businesses, and wherein said means for electronic transfer of 
funds is between any of, but not limited to: 

at least one consumer and at least one consumer; 

at least one consumer and at least one business; and 

at least one business and at least one business. 

>4t ^Tlieapparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for authentication of parties 

further comprises7n^srrs-4ctf^ee^ proprietary 5 second online 

decisioning, thereby authenticating said InterneTtrarfeactions. 

5. The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein said means for authentication of 
parties is adaptable to authenticate parties for both a one-time transaction and 
for ongoing transactions. 

6. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said means for authentication 

comprises protected information. 

, , -»-tj .... 

7. The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein said protected information 
comprises encrypted information. 

8. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for handling exceptions 
further comprises returned item processing, and wherein said payments 
processing uses electronic checks. 
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9. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for handling exceptions 
further comprises chargeback item processing, and wherein said payments 
processing uses credit card transactions. 

5 10. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for handling exceptions 
further comprises a process, whereby said at least one seller initiates a 
reversal. 

1 1 . The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein means for reconciling funds further 
10 comprises means for disbursing some of said funds for approved transactions 

of said Internet transactions. 

12. The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein means for reconciling funds further 
comprises international disbursements of some of funds using international 

15 currencies. 

13. The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein a disbursement of said 
international disbursement is for Canadian transactions of said Internet 
transactions. 

20 

14. The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein means for reconciling funds further 
comprises means for real-time debit of some of said funds for electronic check 
transactions. 

25 15. The apparatus of Claim 14, further comprising means for guaranteed 
hold on funds. 



32 



The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for interfacing with said 
customfe<s Web page further comprises: 

meansTs^sending to said customer's Web page results from a 
5 proprietary 5 second afee^sioning process, said decisioning process for a 
registration process, and saicK^iecisioning process for credit card and 
electronic check transactions. 

17. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein meaHs for interfacing with said 
10 customer's Web page further comprises: \. 

a proprietary message unit architecture facilitating orwie messaging to 
afvd-ffem sa i d cu s tom ers 

18. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for interfacing with said » 
1 5 customer's Web page further comprises: 

batch processing architecture for timely processing of transactional 
level reconciliation information. 

19. The apparatus of Claim 18, wherein said transactional level 
20 reconciliation information comprises originations and exception items. 

20. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for interfacing with said 
customer's Web page, further comprises: 

means for accepting domestic and international payments for both 
25 credit card and electronic check transactions of said Internet transactions. 
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21. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for interfacing with said 
customer's Web page uses either of, but is not limited to, personal computer 
or wireless technology. 



Theappac^tus of Claim 1, wherein means for reporting suspicious 
activity to said customer, furfheccomprises: 

means for conducting proprief&cv additional corresponding decisioning 
and proprietary intra-day fraud-screening. 

3 10 23. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for reporting suspicious 

4 activity to said customer, further comprises: 

^ alert reports on said suspicious activity. 

^ 24. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for reporting suspicious 

Ts 15 activity to said customer, further comprises: 

^ a process to initiate transaction reversals, wherein reversals are due to, 

but not limited to, fraud. 

25. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for determining and 
20 indicating to said at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and 
services by said merchant, further comprises: 

means for performing risk analysis on, but not limited to, said at least 
one buyer or said at least one seller for said decisioning solution. 
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26. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for determining and 
indicating to said at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and 
services by said merchant, further comprises: 

means for controlling loss exposure for said merchant. 

27. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for determining and 
indicating to said at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and 
services by said merchant, further comprises: 

means for identifying risk parameters for velocity and for identifying 
spending limits on said transactions for said merchant. 

28. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for determining and 
indicating to said at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and 
services by said merchant, further comprises: 

means for guaranteeing a payment to said merchant after said 
shipment of goods and services; and 

means for providing insurance against fraud after said shipment of 
goods and services. 

29. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for determining and 
indicating to said at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and 
services by said merchant, further comprises: 

means for guaranteeing said shipment of goods and services from said 
merchant to said at least one buyer; and 

means for providing insurance against fraud after a payment. 
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>3§^ The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for providing said 
decisioning solution to said merchant, said decisioning solution indicating 
clearancMo said merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least one 
buyer, and s^id decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at 
least one buyer, fht^her comprises: 

means for perfo^ing proprietary 5 second online decisioning. 

31. The apparatus of ClairK 2, wherein means for providing said 
decisioning solution to said merchaft^ said decisioning solution indicating 
clearance to said merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least one 
buyer, and said decisioning solution based\n a determined risk of said at 
least one buyer, further comprises: \ 

means for performing additional proprietary intra-day fraud-screening. 

32. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for providing said 
decisioning solution to said merchant, said decisioning solution indicating 
clearance to said merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least one 
buyer, and said decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at 
least one buyer, further comprises: 

means for dynamically providing decision criteria updates for said 
decisioning solution as knowledge of said transactions is gained. 

33. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for providing said 
decisioning solution to said merchant, said decisioning solution indicating 
clearance to said merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least one 
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buyer, and said decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at 
least one buyer, further comprises: 

means for storing data of said transactions, said data to be used for 
providing future decisioning solutions. 

^4. The apparatus of Claim 25, wherein means for performing risk analysis 
further comprises: 

risk management criteria that are used for proprietary and/or for 
conventional programs to^d^termine, quantify, and/or qualify risk of potential 
buyers and sellers, and wherein amounts of transactions, suspicious personal 
information of buyer and/or seller, bePr&%4Qr of buyer and/or seller, 
conventional statistical information and mode of operatu5n§are determined. 

35. A method for providing a decisioning solution for a customer, said 
customer accepting Internet transactions from participating parties, and for 
facilitating processing of payments between said participating parties, 
comprising: 

electronically transferring funds between said parties; 

authenticating said participating parties; 

handling exceptions between said participating parties; 

reconciling said funds; 

interfacing with said customer's Web page; 

reporting to said customer suspicious activity by any of said parties; 
determining and indicating to said parties approval for shipment of 
goods and services by said customer; and 
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providing said decisioning solution to said customer, said decisioning 
solution indicating clearance to said customer for said customer to transact 
with said parties, and said decisioning solution based on a determined risk of 
any of said parties. 

5 

36. The method of Claim 35, wherein said customer is a merchant and said 
participating parties comprise at least one seller or at least one buyer. 

37. The method of Claim 35, wherein said participating parties comprise 
10 consumers and businesses, and wherein said means for electronic 

transferring of funds is between any of, but not limited to: 
at least one consumer and at least one consumer; 
at least one consumer and at least one business; and 
at least one business and at least one business. 

15 

I>^y>S8^The method of Claim 35, wherein authenticating parties further 
comprises^fei=fQm^g proprietary 5 second online decisioning, thereby 
authenticating said InterneTrraosactions. 

20 39. The method of Claim 35, wherein authenticating parlies is adaptable to 
authenticate parties for both a one-time transaction and for ongoing 
transactions. 



40. The method of Claim 35, wherein authenticating parties uses protected 
25 information. 
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41. The method of Claim 40, wherein said protected information comprises 
encrypted information. 

42. The method of Claim 35, wherein handling exceptions further 
5 comprises returned item processing, and wherein said payments processing 

uses electronic checks. 

43. The method of Claim 35, wherein handling exceptions further 
comprises charge back item processing, and wherein said payments 

10 processing uses credit card transactions. 

44. The method of Claim 36, wherein handling exceptions further 
comprises a process, whereby said at least one seller initiates a reversal. 

15 45. The method of Claim 35, wherein reconciling funds further comprises 
means for disbursing some of said funds for approved transactions of said 
Internet transactions. 

46. The method of Claim 35, wherein reconciling funds further comprises 
20 international disbursements of some of funds using international currencies. 

47. The method of Claim 46, wherein a disbursement of said international 
disbursement is for Canadian transactions of said Internet transactions. 
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48. The method of Claim 35, wherein reconciling funds further comprises 
means for real-time debit of some of said funds for electronic check 
transactions. 



5 49. The method of Claim 48, further comprising guaranteeing hold on 
funds. 



^^55v^ The method of Claim 35, wherein interfacing with said customer's Web 



page further comprises: 
10 sending'tosaid customer's Web page results from a proprietary 5 

second decisioning process, said decisioning process for a registration 
process, and said decision ihg^ process for credit card and electronic check 
transactions. 

15 51 . The method of Claim 35, wherein interfacing with said customer's Web 
page further comprises: 

a proprietary message unit architecture facilitating onTfcie messaging to 
and-from said uusluinui: 



20 52. The method of Claim 35, wherein means for interfacing with said 
customer's Web page further comprises: 

batch processing architecture for timely processing of transactional 
level reconciliation information. 



25 53. The method of Claim 52, wherein said transactional level reconciliation 
information comprises originations and exception items. 
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54. The method of Claim 35, wherein interfacing with said customer's Web 
page, further comprises: 

accepting domestic and international payments for both credit card and 
5 electronic check transactions of said Internet transactions. 

55. The method of Claim 35, wherein interfacing with said customer's Web 
page uses either of, but is not limited to, personal computer or wireless 
technology. 



proprietary Intraday fraud-screening. 
15 

57. The method of Claim 35, wherein reporting suspicious activity to said 
customer, further comprises: 

providing alert reports on said suspicious activity. 

20 58. The method of Claim 35, wherein reporting suspicious activity to said 
customer, further comprises: 

providing a process to initiate transaction reversals, wherein reversals 
are due to, but not limited to, fraud. 



10 




The method of Claim 35, wherein reporting suspicious activity to said 



additional corresponding decisioning and 
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59. The method of Claim 36, wherein determining and indicating to said at 
least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by said 
merchant, further comprises: 

performing risk analysis on, but not limited to, said at least one buyer or 
said at least one seller for said decisioning solution. 

60. The method of Claim 36, wherein determining and indicating to said at 
least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by said 
merchant, further comprises: 

controlling loss exposure for said merchant. 

61. The method of Claim 36, wherein determining and indicating to said at 
least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by said 
merchant, further comprises: 

identifying risk parameters for velocity and for identifying spending 
limits on said transactions for said merchant. 

62. The method of Claim 36, wherein determining and indicating to said at 
least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by said 
merchant, further comprises: 

guaranteeing a payment to said merchant after said shipment of goods 
and services; and 

providing insurance against fraud after said shipment of goods and 
services. 
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63. The method of Claim 36, wherein determining and indicating to said at 
least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by said 
merchant, further comprises: 

guaranteeing said shipment of goods and services from said merchant 
5 to said at least one buyer; and 

providing insurance against fraud after a payment. 

\*64^^The method of Claim 36, wherein providing said decisioning solution to 
said merbt^ant, said decisioning solution indicating clearance to said merchant 
10 for said mens{Tant to transact with said at least one buyer, and said 
decisioning solutiort\based on a determined 7isk: of said at least one buyer, 
further comprises: 

performing proprietary 5^econd online decisioning. 

15 65. The method of Claim 36, wherein providing said decisioning solution to 
said merchant, said decisioning solution indicating clearance to said merchant 
for said merchant to transact with said at least one buyer, and said 
decisioning solution based on a determined risk of saicKat least one buyer, 
further comprises: 

20 performing additional proprietary Intraday fraud-screening. \^ 



66. The method of Claim 36, wherein providing said decisioning solution to 
said merchant, said decisioning solution indicating clearance to said merchant 
for said merchant to transact with said at least one buyer, and said 
25 decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at least one buyer, 
further comprises: 
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dynamically providing decision criteria updates for said decisioning 
solution as knowledge of said transactions is gained. 

67. The method of Claim 36, wherein providing said decisioning solution to 
said merchant, said decisioning solution indicating clearance to said merchant 
for said merchant to transact with said at least one buyer, and said 
decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at least one buyer, 
further comprises: 

storing data of said transactions, said data used for providing future 
decisioning solutions. 

6€L The method of Claim 59, wherein performing risk analysis further 
compriste^: 

using rfeKmanagement criteria that for proprietary and/or for 
conventional programs^tt^etermine, quantify, and/or qualify risk of potential 
buyers and sellers, and wherein&iqqounts of transactions, suspicious personal 
information of buyer and/or seller, tteta^A/ior of buyer and/or seller, 
conventional statistical information and mode of opfei^tions are determined. 
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